
 
 
Congratulations on being scholastically eligible for membership in Tau Beta Pi.  We look forward to 
inducting you into our chapter at the end of this semester if you are elected to membership. 
 
Election Requirements 
 
The initiation process consists of two meetings.  Each meeting is held at two different session times on 
the same day.  Attendance at one session of each meeting is MANDATORY . 
 
Meeting 1: Thursday, March 8th at 11 AM or 6 PM. 
Meeting 2: Thursday, March 15th at 11 AM or 6 PM. 
 
1.  Information Sheet 
 
The information sheet consists of two parts:  the first part consists of personal information and may be 
filled out at the information session.  The second part requires you to obtain signatures from faculty 
members in your major and current Tau Beta Pi members.  The Tau Beta Pi members whose signatures 
you obtain should be existing members of the Georgia Alpha Chapter.  DO NOT rely on an officer to 
sign your questionnaire (unless you previously knew him/her). 
 
2. Bent 
 
Obtain a rough bent casting ($5) and polish it.  It should be smooth and shiny on the FRONT, BACK, 
and SIDES / EDGES when complete.  Tools used in the past include files, various grades of sandpaper, 
and wire brushes.  Be forewarned: this will take some time!  If obvious roughness is still visible on the 
bent, we will ask you to fix it before we accept it.  Label your bent by either etching or taping your 
name on the back. 
 
3.  Test 
 
The test is scheduled for Thursday, March 15th, and will cover all of the information presented at 
the first initiation meeting, on Thursday, March 8th.  Do not worry about memorizing the list of 
chapters and the names of people who have held various offices throughout the years.  Do be sure to 
read through all of the descriptive text in the pamphlets provided and know the facts about the 
Association in general and our chapter in particular.  If you have unalterable conflicts with this time, 
come by during officer hours (see the chapter website, under ‘officials’) or email one of the officers to 
make arrangements prior to the test date. 
 
4.  Essay 
 
Choose one quote about ethics, from any source, and relate it to an experience in your own life, or to a 
situation which you may encounter in the future.  The essay should be typed, 1-2 pages long, double-
spaced, with 12 point font and one inch margins.  Please put your name at the top right of the page, and 
cite the author of your quote.   
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5.  Dues 
 
One-time $70 dues cover initiation fees as well as membership dues required by nationals.  Checks 
should be payable to “Georgia Tech.” with "Tau Beta Pi" in the For/Memo line. We will NOT accept 
cash!  You can pay for your bent ($5) and dues with one check.  Make sure you get a receipt! 
 

All Materials are Due Friday, March 30 by 5 PM 
 
If you are elected, you will be notified through email and invited to join Tau Beta Pi and continue with 
the induction process. 
 
Service Requirement 
 
The purpose of the activity is two-fold:  we hope that you will use this opportunity both to contribute 
to the chapter as well as get to know candidates in your initiate class and current members of Georgia 
Alpha also.  In addition, the service activity offers you the opportunity to exercise leadership and 
organizational skills.  Every initiate must complete at least one service project.  The date of the service 
project will be announced very soon. 
 
 
Initiation  
 
The initiation ceremony is tentatively scheduled for Tuesday or Thursday of the week before dead 
week.  If you know of any major conflicts that are associated with this date, please bring them to our 
attention ASAP.  This semester, the date should be: 6pm on April 26. 
 
NOTE:  YOU ARE NOT CONSIDERED TO BE A MEMBER OF TAU BETA PI UNTIL YOU 
HAVE BEEN INITIATED.  THE CEREMONY IS NOT OPTIONAL! 
 
 
 
 
 
The Tau Beta Pi office is located in the Tech Tower on the fourth floor.  For more information, check 
out http://www.cyberbuzz.gatech.edu/tbpi and/or www.tbp.org (the national website).  If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact one of the officers by email or during our office hours (posted on 
the website). 

 
 

 
ADVISORS 

 
Dr. Jane Ammons, Chief Advisor: IE 

Dr. Laurence Jacobs:  CE 
Dr. Ray Vito:  ME 

Stephanie Thompson:  ME 
Dr. Doug Yoder, Savannah:  EE 
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National Engineering Honor Society 
 

Initiate Candidate Information Sheet 
 

 
 
NAME: EMAIL : 
 
 
 
ADDRESS: LOCAL PHONE: 
 
 
 
 
MAJOR: CLASS (CIRCLE ONE):  JR     SR     GRAD 
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National Engineering Honor Society 
 

Candidate ReferencCandidate ReferencCandidate ReferencCandidate Reference Sheete Sheete Sheete Sheet    

    
NAME: 
 
 
TWO FACULTY MEMBERS IN YOUR MAJOR WHO SUPPORT YOUR ELECTION TO TAU BETA PI 
 

(1) PRINTED ____________________________ SIGNATURE  __________________________ 
 

(2) PRINTED____________________________ SIGNATURE  __________________________ 
 
 

TWO ACTIVE MEMBERS OF TAU BETA PI, GEORGIA ALPHA: 
 
___ I VERIFY THAT THIS APPLICANT HAS EXEMPLARY CHARACTER WORTHY OF TAU BETA PI 
___THE APPLICANT PREVIOUSLY KNEW NONE OF THE CURRENT MEMBERS BUT INTRODUCED HIM/HERSELF 

TO ME 
 

PRINTED _______________________________ SIGNATURE ___________________________ 
 
___ I VERIFY THAT THIS APPLICANT HAS EXEMPLARY CHARACTER WORTHY OF TAU BETA PI 
___THE APPLICANT PREVIOUSLY KNEW NONE OF THE CURRENT MEMBERS BUT INTRODUCED HIM/HERSELF 

TO ME 
 

PRINTED _______________________________ SIGNATURE ___________________________ 
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General Information About Tau Beta Pi – History & Information Test Preparation 
 
 
General information: 
 

• The official name of the organization is The Tau Beta Pi Association, Inc. 
• It was founded by Edward H. Williams at Lehigh University in 1885.  The first member was 

Irving Andrew Hikes, 
• The headquarters were at Lehigh University until 1907, where they then moved to the campus 

of the University of Tennesse in Knoxville, where they still are today. 
• The official badge of Tau Beta Pi is a watchkey in the form of the bent of a trestle. 
• The official publication of Tau Beta Pi is called The Bent. 
• There are 4 fundamental principles by which engineers uphold and advance the integrity, 

honor, and dignity of the engineering profession.  They are: 
- using their knowledge and skill for enhancement of human welfare 
- being honest and impartial, and serving with fidelity the public, their employers, and 

clients 
- striving to increase the competence and prestige of the engineering profession 
- supporting the professional and the technical societies of their disciplines.   

• Women were not admitted as official members until 1969, however from 1936 until 1969 there 
were Women’s Badges given out to acknowledge successful women in engineering fields. 

• Tau Beta Pi admits the top 1/8 of the junior class and top 1/5 of the senior class as candidates 
for membership. 

• There are over 450,000 members who have been initiated to Tau Beta Pi over the years.  They 
are spread among 230 chapters nationwide. 

• Tau Beta Pi was founded to do 3 things. 
- honor those who have shown distinguished scholarship and exemplary character 
- honor practicing engineers for their attainment in the field of engineering 
- foster a spirit of liberal culture in engineering colleges. 

 
Georgia Tech information: 
 

• The Georgia Tech Tau Beta Pi chapter is officially called the Tau Beta Pi National Engineering 
Honors Society.  We are the Georgia Alpha chapter of Tau Beta Pi. 

• Our chapter was founded on February 6, 1925. 
 
 


